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faculty and mistery, the particular grievances and deceits
in every trade might be examined, reformed and ordered *'.
In accordance with this sentiment various proposals were
advanced in the seventeenth century for the reconstruction
of industry on the basis of corporations, armed with powers
of control and search. The most striking was put forward
by a royal commission in 1622, which advised that a cor-
poration should be set up in every county to supervise the
making of cloth. If the recommendation had been adopted,
it would have brought rural industry within the framework
of the craft gilds and reversed the whole trend of develop-
ment since the close of the Middle Ages ; but the proposal
for the general reconstitution of industry on a gild foundation
did not materialize. One body — the Yorkshire clothing
corporation established after the Restoration — is particu-
larly noteworthy, because it represented an experiment to
broaden the structure of the craft gild, so as to make it a
partnership between the industrial and non-industrial ele-
ments. Its organization exhibited a significant departure
from that of the craft gilds : it was not exclusively a pro-
fessional body since its membership embraced the ruling
authorities as well as those engaged in the cloth manu-
facture. It thus foreshadowed a new form of association
in which power is shared between Industry and the State.
To this form of association there are signs that England
may again return. For in the eternal flux of human affairs
the cycle of the ages often brings mankind back to an
older standpoint.
We have now to trace the breakdown of State control of
industry and the growth of industrial freedom — the
ment towards laissez-faire.
In the Age of Mercantilism the issue was fought
whether individualism should be allowed a free hand or
kept rigorously under control, whether the dissolving forces
of commercialism should ruthlessly destroy the mediaeval
fabric of society or remain subject to the traditional checks
and balances. The issue was a momentous one for the
future destiny of the English people. The old order had

